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‘The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State. The right of men and women of marriageable age
to marry and to found a family shall be recognized. No marriage shall be entered
into without the free and full consent of the intending spouses. States Parties to
the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to ensure equality of rights and
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responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.
In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection
of any children.

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that : The widest possible
protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the natural
and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and while
it 1s responsible for the care and education of dependent children. Marriage must
be entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses. Special protection
should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before and after childbirth.
During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave or leave with
adequate social security benefits. Special measures of protection and assistance
should be taken on behalf of all children and young persons without any
discrimination for reasons of parentage or other conditions. Children and young
persons should be protected from economic and social exploitation. Their employment
in work harmful to their morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper
their normal development should be punishable by law. States should also set age
limits below which the paid employment of child labour should be prohibited and
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# <% TArticle 23 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights recognizes that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is
family and 1t
provisions of the Covenant. Thus, article 17 establishes a prohibition on arbitrary
or unlawful interference with the family. In addition, article 24 of the Covenant
specifically addresses the protection of the rights of the child, as such or as a
member of a family. ---Ensuring the protection provided for under article 23 of the

entitled to protection by society and the State. Protection of the
s members 1s also guaranteed, directly or indirectly, by other
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Covenant requires that States parties should adopt legislative, administrative or
other measures. ---The right to found a family implies, in principle, the possibility
to procreate and live together. When States parties adopt family planning policies,
they should be compatible with the provisions of the Covenant and should, in
particular, not be discriminatory or compulsory. Similarly, the possibility to live
together implies the adoption of appropriate measures, both at the internal level
and as the case may be, in cooperation with other States, to ensure the unity or
reunification of families, particularly when their members are separated for
political, economic or similar reasons. |
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